
 

 

CITY OF BUENA VISTA
2039 Sycamore Avenue 

Buena Vista, Virginia 24416 
Telephone: 540 - 261 - 8600 

Fax: 540 - 261-2142
 
 

November 13, 2001 
 
The Honorable Frank D. Lucas, Chairman 
Subcommittee on Conservation, Credit, Research, and Rural Development 
US House of Representatives  
Committee on Agriculture 
Room 1301 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Re: Buena Vista Watershed Project. 
 
Dear Chairman Lucas: 
 
 On behalf of the Mayor and City Council and all of the Citizens of the City 
of Buena Vista, thank you for allowing me to appear hear today to present the 
Buena Vista Watershed Project.  As you will be made aware during this 
presentation, Buena Vista is an independent city in the Commonwealth of 
Virginia and is the industrial center of our area in the Shenandoah Valley.   
 
The city has been devastated by flooding in 1936, 1969, 1985 and 1995, which 
resulted in a lot of water runoff of the blue ridge to the east and the Maury river 
to the west.  A floodwall constructed by the US Army Corps of Engineers has 
provided protection to the city from the river but interior flooding from the Blue 
Ridge Mountains by means of four interior streams, which run through the city 
must now be addressed and provide safety and stabilization for the citizens, 
business and industry to continue moving progressively forward increasing the 
tax base for the city, the Commonwealth of Virginia and the United States of 
America.   
 
The costs benefit ratio for the project, which is being requested, is $1.52 benefit 
per $1.00 cost.  On behalf of the city, the citizens and the Natural Bridge soil and 
water conservation district, we ask for approval and funding in moving this much 
needed and greatly beneficial project forward.  
 
Your assistance on this matter would be greatly appreciated. 
 
 
Steve Douty, Councilman 


